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The Eaft-India Companies CHARTER, 
Granted by the K I N G S Moſt Excellent 
MAJESTY CHARLES theSecond, un- 
der the Great Seal of England, Dated the third 
day of April, in the 13th. Year of His Majeſties 
Reign, 1661, > 
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CH ARLES B Second By the 


Grace of God King of Ezgland, Scotiand, France and Ireland, Defen- 
der of the Faith, ec. To all to whom thele preſents (hall come Greet- 
ing. Whereas Our Well-belovec Subjects the Governour and Com- 
pany of Merchants Trading into the Ezſt-Indies, have been of long 
time a Corporation, to the honour and profit of this Nation, and have 
enjoyed, and do enjoy divers Liberties, Priviledges and Immuniries by 
force of ſeveral Letters Patents and Charters heretofore granted to 
them by Our late Royal Progenitors, Queen ELIZABETH and 
King F AMES of Bleſſed Memory. And whereas We are given 
to underſtand, That of late divers diſorders and inconveniences have 
been committed as well by our own Subjects as Foreigners, to the 

reat prejudice of the ſaid Company, and interruption of their Trade. 

hereupon they have humbly befought Us to grant and confirm their 
ſaid Charterswith ſome alterations and additions tending to the benefit 
and advancement of their Trade and Traftick. Know Ye therefore, 
That We taking the premiſles into our Royal conſideration, and well 
weighing how highly it imports the honour and welfare of this Our 
Realm, and of our good Subjedts thereof, that all diſorders and incon- 
veniencies befalli::g the ſaid Corporation ſhould be redrefled ; To 
which end, and our of an earneſt deſire that ſuch good and decent Or- 
ders may be eſtabliſhed and practiſed in the ſaid Corporation as may 
tend to their encouragement, and the promoting of the general good. 
Have of our eſpecial grace, certain knowledge and meer motion, and 
at the humble perition of the ſaid Governour and Company, given 
granted ratified and confirmed, and by theſe preſents for Us our 
Heirs and Succeſſors, Do ge grant ratifie and confirm unto our faid 
truſty and well-beloved Su jects the Governour and Company of Met- 
chants of Londen Trading into the Ezſt-Indies, That they from 
henceforth for ever be and ſhall be one Body Corporate and Politick 
in deed and in name, by the Name of the Governow and Company of 
eMerchants of London Trading into the Eaſt-Indies ; and them by the 
Name of the Covernonr and Company of Merchants of London trading 
into the Eaii-Indies One Body Corporate and Politick in deed and in 
Name really and fully for ever for Us our Heits and Succeſſors, we do 
make ordain conſtitute eſtabliſh confirm and declare by theſe preſents : 
And that by the ſame name of Governour and Company of Merchants 


of London trading into the Eaſt- [ndies, They ſhall have perpetual Suc- 
cefſion : And that they and their Succeffors by the Name of the Go- 
vernour and Company of Merchants of London trading into the Eaft- Indies 


be and at all times hereafter ſhall be able and capable in Law 
and a Body corporate and politick and capablein Law to have, purchaſe 
A receive 


Whereas the Eait-Indiz 
Company have cn 


long a Corporariof!, 


By farce of ſeveral Let- 
ters Patents : 


Burt of late divers difor- 
ders have been commiu:r- 
red to the prejudice of 
their Trade : 


Know therefore that We 
(ro redreſs the tatd 1n- 
COnveniences. } 


Have granted and co8- 
firmed unto the ſaid Go- 
vernour and Company, 


That they fhall be from 
henceforth for ever.One 


Body Corporate. 


And by the Name of the 
Governour and Comj'a- 
ny of Merchants, &c. 


We do ordain that by 


che name aforelaid,they 


ſha!l have perpetual 
Succeſ{Lon, 


WEIS a 


and theif Suceeliofs, 


And to pive,grant,alien, 
4 Lands, Tencments, 
Do 


And toplead and bc im- 
pleaded. 


That they may have a 
Common Scal, 


and alter the ſame at 
pleaſure. 


One of the Company to 
be Ele&ed Governour, 


and 24 Committees, ro 
be Eleted in manner 
following. 


who ſhall have the ma- 
nageing of all the Com- 
panics affairs. 


That the ſaid Company 
ſhall be governed in form 
following,and not other- 
wiſe. 


We nominate Sir An- 
aArew Riccard to be the 
firſt &preſent Governor. 


And George Lord B:rkiey, 
&c.to be the twenty four 
A Commircees. 
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receive poſſeſs enjoy and retain Lands, Rents, Privileges, Liberties, Ju- 
riſdi&tions,Frenchiſcs and Hereditamentsof what kind nature and qual:- 
ty ſoever they be to them and their Succeflors. Ard allo to givegrant de- 
viſe alien aflign and diſpoſe Lands Tenements &Hereditarnents,$e to do 
& execure all and ſingular ether things by the fame Name that co them 
ſhall or may appertain to do. Ad that they and their Succeffors by 
the Name of the Goverrour and Company of Merchants of London trad- 
ing into the Eaſt-Indies may plead and be impleaded, anfiver and be 
anſwered, detend and be defended.in whatſoever Courts and Places, and 
before whatſocver Judges and Juſtices, and other Perſons and Officers 
in all and ſingular aCtions, pleas, ſuits, quarrels, cauſes, and demands 
whatſoever, of whatſoever kind, nature, 'or fort 1n ſuch manner and 


' formas any otherour Liege people of this our Realm of Exgland being 


perſons ableand capable in Law may or can have, purchaſe, receive, 
polleſs, enjoy, retain, give, grant, deviſe, alien, aſſign, dwfpote, plead, 
defend and be defended, releaſe and be releafed,do,pcrmit and execute. 
And that the faid Governour and Company of eMerchants of London trad- 
ing into the Eaſt-Indies and their Succeflors may have a common Scal to 
ſerve for all the cauſes and buſinefles of them and their Suceeflors.. f:d 
that it ſhall and may be lawful to the ſazd Governour and Company and 
their ſucceſſors, the ſame Seal from time to time at their will and pleaſure 
to break,change,and to make new or alter, as to them ſhall ſeem expe- 
dient. Ard further, We will and by theſe preſents for Us our Heirs 
and Succeflors, We do ordain that there {hall be from henceforth one 
of the ſame Company to be Elefted and appointed in ſuch form as 
hereafter in theſe preſents is expreſſed, which ſhall be called the Go- 
vernour of the ſaid Company: And that there ſhall be from henceforth 
Twenty four of the ſaid Company tobe Eleded and appointed in fuch 
form as hereafter in theſe preſents is expreſſed, which thall be called 
the Committees of the ſaid Company, who together with the Governor 
of the ſaid Company for the time being, ſhalt have the direction of the 
Voyages of and for the ſaid Company, and the proviſton of the Ship- 
ping and Merchandizes thereunto belonging, and alſo the Sale of all 
Merchandizes, Goods and other things returned in all or any of the 
Voyages or Ships of or for the ſaid Company, and the managing and 
handling of all other buſineſs, affairs, and things belonging to the ſai 
Company. Aud We will ordain and grant by theſe preſents for Us 
our Heirs and Succefſors, unto the ſaid Governor and Company of Mer- 
chants of London irading into the Eaſt Indies and their Succeſſors, That 
they the ſaid Governour aud Company and their Succeſlors, ſhall from 
henceforth for ever beRuled ordered and Governed according to fuch 


' manner and form as is hereafter in theſe preſents expreſted, and not 


otherwiſe, nor in any other fort or form : Ard that they ſhall have 
hold retain and enjoy the Grants, Liberties, Priviledges, JurifdiQtions 
and Immunities only hereafter in theſe preſents granted and expreſſed, 
and no other. Azd for the better execution of our ſaid Will and 
Grant in this behalf, We have aſlligned nominated conſtituted and 
made, and by theſe preſents for Us our Heirs and Succeſlors, We do 
aſſign nominate conſtitute and make Sir Ardrew Ricard Knight , to 
be rhe firſt and preſent Governour of the faid Company, and to conti- 
nue in the ſaid Office from the date of theſe prefents until the Tenth 
day of April then next following, if the ſaid Sir Andrew Riccard (hall 
ſo long live, and fo until a new Governour be choſen by the ſaid Com- 
pany 1n form hereafter expreſſed. And alſo We have afligned nomi- 
nated and appointed, and by theſe preſents for Us our Heirs and Suc- 
ccſſors We do affign nominate conltitute and make George Lord Berkley 
Sir John Lewis, Sir William Thomſon, Sir Richard Ford, Sir James 


ax, 
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Drax, Sir John Frederick, Sir Theophilus Biddulph, Sir William Vin- 
cent, Sir Ukhomas * Bludworth, Sir Wilkam Ryder, Sir Stephen White, 
and Sir George Smith Knig\ts, Walliam Love Ef; William Williams, 
Fobn Jollife, *Pezer Middleton, Thomas Kendall, Maurice Thomor, 
Sazenel Moyer, Chriſtopher Boone, Francis Clerke, Fohn Maſeall, Thoweas 
Pearle, and Chriſtopher Willoughby Gentlemen, to be the Twenty Four 
{irft and preſent Committees of the faid Company from the date of theſe 
preſents until the (aid Tenth day of April thenalſo next following,and ſo 
until new Committees ſhall be choſen in form hereafter expreſſed. And 
further We will and grant by theſe preſents for Us our Heirs and ſuc- 
ccliors unto the ſaid Governour and Company of Merchants of Londo: 
trading intothe Eaſt-Indies and their ſucceliors, T hart it (hall and may 
be lawful to and for the faid Governour and Company for the time 
being, or the more part of them preſent at any publique Aflembly com- 
monly called, The Court Gezeral, holden for the fd Company, the 
Governour of the ſaid Company being alwaies Onc, from time to 
time to Ele& nominate and appoint Qne of the {aid Company to be 
Deputy to the ſaid Governour, which Deputy ſhall take a corporal 
Oath bcfore the Governour and five or more of the Committces of the 
ſaid Company for the time being, well faithfully and truly to execute 
his ſaid office of Deputy to the Governour of the ſaid Company ; And 
aticr his oath ſo taken ſhall and may from time ta time in the ablcnce 
of the ſaid Governour exerciſe and execute the office of Governour of 
the ſaid Company in ſuch ſort as the ſaid Governour ought to do. 
And farther We will and grant by theſe preſents for us our Heirs and 
ſucceſſors unto the ſaid Goverrour and Company of Merchants of Lond; 
trading into the Eaft-Indies and their ſaccellors, That they or the 
creater part of them, (whereof the Governour for the time being or 
his Deputy to be one) from time to time and at all times hereafter tnall 
and may have authority and power yearly and every year between the 
Tenth and the laſt day of April to Aſſemble and Meet together in ſome 
convenient place to be appointed fromtime to time by the Governour, 
or in his abſence by the Deputy of the ſaid Governour for the time 
being : And that they being ſo aflembled, it (ſhall and may be lawful, 
to and forthe ſaid Governour, or Deputy of the ſaid Governour, and 
the ſaid Company for the time being, or the greater part of them 
which then tha!ll happen to be prefent, whereot the Governour of 
tie ſaid Company or his Deputy tor the time being to be one, to Elect 
11d nominatc one of the ſaid Company, which {hall be Governour of 
the aid Company for one whole year from thence next following : 
VV hich perſon being ſo cleced and nominated to be Governour of the 


id Company, as is aforeſaid, before he be admitted to the Execution © 


of the ſaid Office, (hall take a Corporal Oath before the laſt Gover- 
Nour, being his Predeceſlor or his Deputy, and any fix or more of 
the Committees of the ſaid Company for the time being. That Ic 
{all from time to time well and truly execute the Oihce of Goveruonr 
of the ſaid Company in all things concerning the ſame : And that im- 
mediately after the{aid Oath fo taken, he thall and may execute and 
utc the ſaid Otfceof Governour of the ſaid Company tor one whol-z 
vear, from thence next following, And in like fort We willand grant, 


that as well every one abovenamed to be of the ſaid Company or Fc!- © 


lowſhip, as all others hereafter-to be admitted, or Free of the {21d 
Company, ſhall take a Corporal Oath before the Governe 'r of the 
{aid Company or his Deputy for the time being, to ſuch effect, as by 
the ſaid Governour and Company, or the more part of them, 1n any 
Publick Court robe hcld for the {aid Company, thall be in rcatonable 
manner {et down and deviſed, - before they ſhall be allowed or admi:- 


Pl 
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(hall rake 3n Oa:h, 


The 6 q 
Con F* 
\ '1 
between the Tenth ard 
_ 1 
the 4% 4 
Mee: 
2- 1 ” 
© + & # <4 % wy 
is 0 "75, 
noutT . '1 "3 x ? : 
. ' " no aevs 
and 1n like fort every 
ne Ofrtnelald TOmMPant 
: 


{hall take an Oath, 


And 


may Elea 24 Commit- 
rees for the year enſuing 


who ſhall rake an Oath, 


And 


upon the death or re- 
moval of the Governour 
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ted to Trade or Traffick as a Freeman of the ſaid Company. Ard fur- 
ther, We will and grant by theſe Preſents, for Us, Our Heirs and Suc- 
ceſſors, unto the ſaid Governour and Company of eMerchants of London 
Trading into the Eaſt-Indies, and their Succeſlors 3 That the faid Go- 
vernour or Deputy of the ſaid Governour, and the Company and 
their Sncceſſors for the time being, or the greater partof them, wherc- 
of the Governour or the Deputy of the Governour from time to time 
to be one, ſhall and may from time to time, and at all times hereafter, 
have Authority and Power yearly, and every year, between the Tenth 
and the laſt day of April, to Aſſemble and Meet together in ſome con- 
venient place to be from time totime appointed by the ſaid Governour 
of the ſaid Company, or in his abſence by his Deputy - And that 
they being ſo Aſſembled, it ſhall and may be Lawful to and for theſ.1d 
Governour, or his Deputy and the Company for the time bcing, or 
the greater part of them which then ſhall happen to be preſent, where- 
of the Governour of the ſaid Company or his Deputy for the time be- 
ing to be one, to Elect and Nominate Twenty Four of the ſaid Com- 
pany, which ſhall be Committees of the ſaid Company for one whole 
year from thence next enſuing, which perſons being fo elefted and 
nominated ro be Committees of the ſaid Company as atorcſ11d, before 
they be admitted to the execution of their ſaid offices ſha]] tak. a cor- 
peral oath before the Governour or his Deputy and any five or more 
of the ſaid Committees of the ſaid Company being their laſt Predeceſ\- 
ſors for the time being, that they and every of them ſhall well 
and faithfully perform their ſaid office of Committees in all things con- 
cerning the ſame. And that immediately after the ſaid oath fo ta- 
ken they ſhall and may execute and uſe their ſaid offices of Committees 
ofthe ſaid Company for one whole year from thence next following. 
And moreover our will and pleaſure 1s, and by theſe preſents for us 
our heirs and ſucceſſors, We do grant unto the ſaid Govermour 2nd 
Company of eMerchants of London trading into the Eaſt-Indies, and 
to their ſucceſſors, that whenand as often as it ſhall happen the Gover- 
nour of the ſaid Company for the time being at any time within one 
year after that he ſhall be nominated elected and ſworn to the office of 
the Governour of the ſaid Company as 1s aforcſaid, to die or to be rc- 
moved from the ſaid office, (which Governour not demeaning himſelf 
well in his ſaid office, We will to be removable at the pleaſure of the 
ſaid Company or the greater part of them which ſhall be preſent at any 
their publique Aſſemblies commonly called their General Court holden 
for the ſaid Company,) That then and fo often it ſhall and may be 
1awful to and for the reſidue of the ſaid Company for the time being 


| Or the greater part of them within convenient time after the death or 


may ele cne other ro 
be Governeour. 


who ſhall take an Oath. 


And in hke manner for 


_ any of the Cemmirtces, 


removing of any ſuch Governour, to aſſemble themſelves in ſuch con- 
venient place as they ſhall think fit for the election of the Governour of 
the ſaid Company ; And that the ſaid Company'or the greater part of 
them being then and there preſent ſhall and may then and there before 
their departure from the ſaid place, elect and nominate one other of 
the ſaid Company to be Governour of the ſame Company in the place 
and ſtead of him that ſo died or was ſo removed : which perſon being 
ſo eleted and nominated to the office of Governour of the ſaid 
Company,ſhall have and exerciſe the ſaid office for and during the re- 
ſidue of the ſaid year, taking firſt a corporal oath as is aforeſaid for the 
duc execution thereof: And this to be done from time to time fo often 
as the caſe ſhall ſo require. Ad alſo our will and pleaſure is, and by 
theſe preſents for us our heirs and ſucceſſors, We do grant unto the 


ſaid Governour and Company of eMerchants of London trading into tle 


Eaſt-Indics and to theix ſucceſſors, that when and as often as it ſhall 
happen 
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happen any of the Committees of the ſaid Company for the 
time bcing at any time within one year next after that they or 
any of them (hall be nominated elected and ſworn to the office 


of Committees of the ſaid Company as aforeſaid to die or be removed **'"? 


from the ſaid Office, ( which Committees not demeaning themſelves 


well in their ſaid Office, We will to be removable at the pleaſure of 


the ſaid Governour and Company or the greater part of therh, where- 
of the Governour of the faid Company for the time being or his De- 
puty to be one) That then and ſo often it ſhall and may be lawful to 
and for the ſaid Governour and Company for the time being, or the 
greater part of them, whereof the Governour for the time being or his 
Deputy to be one, within convenient time after the Death or remov- 
ing of any the ſaid Committees to aſſemble themſelves in ſuch conve- 
nient place as is or (hall be uſual and accuſtomed for the Eletion of 
the Governour of the ſaid Company, or where elſe the Governour of 
the ſaid Company for the time being or his Deputy ſhall appoint. Ard 
that the ſaid Governour and Company or the greater part of them, 
whereot the Governour for the time being or his Deputy to be one, 
being then and there preſent ſhall and may then and there before their 
departure from the ſaid place, Elect and Nominate one or more of the 
ſaid Company to be Committee or Committees of the ſaid Company 
in the places and ſteads, place or ſtead of him or them that fo died, or 
were or was ſo removed. Which Perſon or Perſons ſo Elected and 
Nominated to the Office or Offices of Committee or Committees of the 
ſaid Company ſhall have and exerciſe the ſaid Office and Offices for 
and during the reſidue of the ſaid year, taking firſt a Corporal Oath 
as 1s aforzſaid, for the due execution thereof : And this to be done 
from time to time ſo often as the caſe ſhall require. And further, We 
do by theſe preſents for Us, Our Heirs and Succetlors, Will and Grant 
unto the ſaid Governour and Company of Merchants of Loxdon Trad- 
ing into the Eaſt-Indies and their Succellors, That they and all that arc 
or {hall be of the ſaid Company of Merchants of Lodon Trading into 
the Eaſt-lndies and every of them, and all the Sons of them and every 
of them, at their ſeveral Ages of One and Twenty years or upwards : 
And further that all ſuch the Apprenrices, Factors and Servants of them 
and every of them which hereafter (ha!] be employed by the ſaid Go- 
vernour and Company in the faid Trade of Merchandize of or to the 
Eaſt- Indies beyond the Seas or any other the places atorcfaid, hall and 
may from henceforth for ever, from the day of the Date of theſe Pre- 
ſents, freely Traffique and uſe the Trade of Merchandize by Seas in and 
and by ſuch wayes and pallages already found out and diſcovered or 
which hereafter ſhall be found out and diſcovered as they ſhall eſteem 
and take to be fitteſt into and from the ſaid Caſt- Indies in the Coun- 
treys, and parts of Ali and Africa, and into and trom the ItJands, 
Ports, Havens, Cities, Crecks, Towns and Places of Affa, Afric! 
and America or any of them beyond the Cape of Bona Sperinza to the 
ſircights of eHagellan where any Trade or Trathque of Merchandize 
may be uted or had, and to and from every of them, in ſuch order, 
manner, form, liberty and condition to all intents and purpoſes as hall 
b2 from time to time at any Publique Aflembly or Court holden by 
or tor the ſaid Governour and Company by or between them of the 
[iid Fellowſhip or Company of Merchants of Londen Trading into 
the E:ſi-[:dies or the more part of them for the time being preſent at 
{ich Aflembly or Court, the Governour or his Deputy being alwayes 
preſent at ſuch Court or Alſembly, limitted and agreed and not other- 
wiſe, without any moleſtations impeachment or diſturbance, any Sta- 
tutc, Uſage, diverſity of Religion or Faith, or any other cauſe or 
matter 
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matter whatſoever to the contrary notwithſtanding. So always the 
ſame Trade be not undertaken or addreſſed to any Country, ItJand, 
Port, Haven, City, Creek, Town or Place already 1n the lawful and 
actual Poſſeflion of any ſuch Chriſtian Prince or State as at this prefenc 
is Or at any time hereafter ſhall be in League or Amity with Us, Our 
Heirs or Succeſſors, and who doth not or will not accept of ſuch 
trade, but doth overtly declare and publith the fame to be utterly a- 
gainſt his and their good Will and liking. 4d further, Our Will 
and Pleaſure is, and by theſe preſents for Us, Our Heirs ard Sncceſ- 
ſors, We do grant unto the ſaid Governour and Company of Mer- 
chants of London Trading into the Eaſe-Indies and to their Succeſlors, 
that it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the ſaid Governour and Com- 
pany and their Succeflors from time to time to aſſemble themſclves for 
or about any the Matters, Cauſes, Affairs or Bulincfles of the fard 


' Trade in any place or places for the ſame convenient within our Do- 


minions or elſewhere, and there to hold Court for the ſaid Company 
and the Afﬀairs thereof: And that allo it {hall and may be lawtul ty 
and for them or the more part of them, being fo afſembled, and that 


ihall then and there be preſent in any fuch place or places, whereof the 


Governour or his Deputy for the time being to be one, to mak*, or- 
dain and conſtitute fuch and ſo many reaſonable Laws, Conſtitution, 
Orders and Ordinances as to them or the greater part of them then 
and there preſent ſhall ſeem neceflary and convenient for the good 
Government of the ſaid Company, and of all Factors, Maſtcrs, Mari- 
ners and other Officers employed or to be employed in any of their 
Voyages, and for the better advancement and continuance of the 
ſaid Trade or Traffique, and the ſame Laws, Conſtitutions, Orders 
and Ordinances ſo made, to put in ure and execute accordingly ; and 
at their pleaſure to revoke or alter the ſame or any of them as occaſion 
ſhall require. And that the ſaid Governour and Company fo often 
as they ſhall make, ordain or eſtabliſh any ſuch Laws, Conſtitutions, 
Orders and Ordinances in form aforeſaid, ſhall and may lawfully im- 
poſe, ordain, limit and provide ſuch pains, puniſhments and penaltics 
by impriſonment of Body, or by Fines and Amerciaments, or by all or 
any of them upon or againſt all] Offenders contrary to ſuch Laws, 
Conſtitutions, Orders and Ordinances or any of them as to the ſaid 


them, then and there being preſent, the ſaid Governour or his Dc- 
puty being alwayes One, ſhall feem neceſſary requiſtte and convenient 
tor the obſervation of the ſame Laws, Conſtitutions, Orders and Or- 
dznances, and the ſame Fines and Amerctaments ſhall and may by their 
Olhcers and Servants from time to time to be appointed for that pur- 
poſe, levy take and have to the uſe of the ſaid Governour and Com- 
pany and their Succeflors without the impediment of Us, Our Heirs or 
Succeiiors, or of any the Officers or Miniſters of Us, Our Heirs or 
Succeſiors, and without any accompt therefore ro Us, Oar Heirs or 
Succetiors to be made. All and fingular which Laws, Conſtitutions, 
Orders and Ordinances fo as aforeſaid to be made, We will to be duly 
oblerved and kept under the pains and penalties thercin to be con- 
£12cC, So always as the ſaid Laws, Conſtitutions, Orders and Ordi- 
12nccs, Impriſonment, Fines and Amerciaments be reaſonable and not 
COINrary Or repugnant to the Laws, Statutes or Cuſtoms of this Our 
Reaim. Ard alſo of Our further eſpecial Grace, certain Knowledge 
2nd meer motion, We do for Us, Our Heirs and Succctlors, grant to 
the ſaid Governour and Company of Merchants of Londox Trading 
to the Eaſt-Indies and their Succeſſors, That when as often as any 
Cuſtom, Poundage, Sublidy or other Duties fhall be due and payable 


Unto 


—_— 
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unto Us, Our Heirs or Succeſſors for any Goods, Wares or Merchan- 
dizes whatſoever to be returned out or from any the Iflands, Ports, 
Havens, Cities, Towns or Places aforeſaid unto Our Port of Lo:doy, 
or any of the Havens, Creeks, Members or Places to the fame Port 
belonging, That the Cuſtomers and all other Officers for the time being 
of Us, our Heirs or Succeſlors, for or concerning the Receipt of Cu- 
ſtom, Poundage, Subſidy, or other Duties unto whom it ſhall or may 
appertain, ſhall upon the Requeſt of the Governour and Company of 
the ſaid Merchants of London Trading into the Ezſt-{ndies, or any their 
Agents, Fattors or Athgns, give unto the ſaid Governour and Com- 
pany their Agents, FaCtors or Aſſigns, fix months time for the pay- 
ment of the one half, And after thoſe ſix months ended, other fix 
months for the payment of the other half of thcir ſaid Cuſtom, Ponn- 
dage or other Subſidies or Duties, receiving good and fuftcient Bond 
with ſurety to the uſe of Us, our Heirs and Succeilors for the true pay- 
ment of the ſame accordingly. And upon receipt of the ſaid Bond 
with ſurety from time to time to give unto the ſaid Governour and 
Company of Merchants of London Trading into the Eaſt-Indies for 
the time being their Agents, Factors or Afſigns their Cocquets or other 
Warrants to take out and receive on land the ſame Goods, Wares and 
Merchandizes by virtue thereof, without any diſturBance. And that 
alſo as often as any Goods, Wares or Merchandizes of the faid Gover- 
nour and Company for the time being laden from our Port of Lo»dor 
or any of the Creeks, Members or Places to the ſame Port belonging, 
to be tranſported to or towards any the I{lands, Ports, Havens, Cities, 
Towns or Places aforeſaid, ſhall happen to miſcarry or be loſt before 
their ſafe arrival or diſcharge in the Ports for and to which the ſame 
ſhall be ſent, That then and ſo often ſo much Cuſtom, Poundage, Sub- 
ſ1dy or other Duties as they anſwered to Us for the fame before their 
going forth of our ſaid Ports, Havens or Creeks, {hall after due proot 
made before the Treaſurer of our Realm of Erg/and for the time being 
of the ſaid loſs and the juſt quantity thercof, be by virtue hereof al- 
lowed to the ſaid Governour and Company their Agents or Factors by 
warrant of the ſaid Treaſurer to the ſaid Cuſtomers or Offcers in the 
next Goods, Wares or Merchandizes that the ſaid Governour and 
Company or their Succeſlors (hall or may \bip for or towards thoſe 
parts, according to the true Rates of the Cuſtoms, Poundage or Sub- 
{idies before paid for the Goods Wares or Mcrchandizes to loft or mil- 
carried or any part of them. Ard for that the {1d Governour and 
Company of Merchants of Londox Trading into the Fajt-Iraies are 
like to bring into this our Realm a much greater quantity of Forcign 
Commodities from the parts of the ſaid Eaft-Idies than can be ſpent 
for the neceſſary uſe of the ſame our Realm, which of neceliity mutt be 
tranſported into other Countries and there vented; \Ve for Us, our 
Huirs and Succellors of our eſpecial Grace certain Knowledge an 
meccr Motion, do grant to and with the ſaid Governour and Company 
of \{crch2nts of London trading into the Fajt-lndies and their Succet- 
{ors, that at all times from time to time during the {pace of thirteen 
moths n:xt after the diſcharge of any the ſame foreign Commocinics 
{> to be brought in ( the Subſidies, Poundage, Cuſtoms and other 
P2::tics for the ſame being firſt paid and compounded tor as aforeſaid.) 
It (ball be lawful for the ſaid Governour and Company and their Suc- 
c<tlors or any other the natural Subjects of this our Realm, which may 
or {tall buy the ſame of them, to tranſport the ſame in Engliſh Bottoms 
trecly out of this Realm without payment of any further Cultoms, 
Poundages or any further Subſidy to Us, our Heirs oc Succeſliors tor 


the fame whereof the Subſidy, Poundage, Cuſtoms or other gr” 
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ſhall be ſo formerly paid or compounded for as aforeſaid, and fo prov- 
ed : And the ſaid Cuſtomer or other Ofhcer or Officers to whom it 
(hall in that behalf appertain for the time being, by virtue hereof (hall 
upon due and ſufficient proof thereof made in the Cuſtom Houle of or 
belonging to the ſame Port of London give them ſufficicnt Cocquets or 


Certificate for ſafe paſſing out thereof accordingly. And to the end 


no deceit be uſed herein to Us, our Heirs or Succefſors, Certificate 
ſhall be brought from the Collector of the Cuſtoms, Subſidy, Poun- 
dage or other Duties inwards of Us, our Heirs or Succeſlors to the 
ColleQor of the Cuſtoms, Poundage, Sublidy or other Duties out- 
wards of Us, our Heirs or Succeſlors, that the faid Goods, Wares or 
Merchandizes have within the time Jimited anſwered their due Cuſtom, 
Poundage, Subſidy or other Duties for the ſame inwards. And more- 
over We of our eſpecial Grace certain Knowledge and meer Motion, 
have granted and by theſe preſents do for Us, our Heirs and Succecl- 
fors grait unto the faid Governour and Company of Merchants of Loz- 
on trading into the Eajt-Indies and their Succeflors that it ſhall and 
may be lawtal to and for the ſaid Governour and Company and their 
Succeſlors to Ship and Tranſport out of this our Realm of Exg/and or 
Domimons of the ſame in any their Voyages to or towards any the 
parts aforc{aid all fuch Foreign Coyn of Silver, Spaziſh or other Foreign 
Silver or Bullion of Silver as they (hall bring or cauſe to be brought 
into this Realm of England from the parts beyond the Seas, either in 
the fame kind, ſort, ſtamp or faſhion which it ſhall have when they 
bring it 1n, or any other form, ſtamp or faſhion ro be Coined within 
our Mint within our Tower of London at their pleaſure, fo as the 
whole quantity of Coyn or Monies by them to be Tranſported in any 
their ſaid Voyages do not exceed the value or fum of Fifty Thouſand 


' pounds in any one Voyage. Ard further, We of our more ample and 


abundant Grace meer Motion, and certain Knowledge, have granted, 
and by theſe preſents for Us, our Heirs and Succeflors do grant unto 
the ſaid Governour and Company of Merchants of [oder trading 
into the Eaſt-Indies and to their Succeſlors, that they and their Suc- 
celſors and their Factors, Servants and Afſtigns in the trade of Mer- 
chandize for them and on their behalf and not otherwiſe, ſhall for 
ever hereafter have, uſe and enjoy the whole intire and only trade and 
tratftique, and the whole intire and only liberty, uſe and priviledge of 
trading and trafquing and uſing the feat and trade of Merchandize to 
and from the faid Haſt- Indies, and to and from all the I{Jands, Ports, 
Havens, Cities, Towns and Places aforefaid in ſuch manner and form 
23 is above-mentioned - And that they the ſaid Governour and Com- 
pany of Merchants of Loxdor trading into the Eaſt-Indies, and every 
particular and ſeveral perſon that now is or that hereafter ſhall be of 
that Company or Incorporation ſhall have full and frce authority, 
liberty, faculty, licence and power in form aforeſaid to trade and 
traffique to and from the ſaid Cai?-Indies and all and every the parts 
thereof in form aforeſaid according to the Orders, Ordinances and A- 
zreements hereafter to be made and agreed upon by the ſaid Gover- 
nour and Company of Merchants of London trading into the Caſt-In- 
4ics and their Succefſors, or the more part of them preſent at any Court 
vor publique Aſſembly of or for the ſaid Company, the Governour of 
thc {41d Company or his Deputy for the time being, being always pre- 
{cnt at ſuch Court or Aſiembly, and not otherwiſe. And for that the 
Ships failing into the Euſt-Indies mult take their due and proper times 
to procced in their Voyages, which otherwiſe as We well perccive, 
cannot be performed in the reſt of the yearfollowing ; Therefcre We of 
our eſpecial Grace, certain Knowledge and meer Motion, for Us, our 


Heirs, 


 9:-Þ 


Heirs and Succeſſvrs do grant.to, and with: the faid Govefnour and 


Company of. Merchants of London» Trading'into the:Eafts tvdies and 
their Succeſlars, that in any. time. of refiraine fix ips and fix 


good Pinnaces well with Ordnatice and other Munition for 
their defence, and. five hundred of Mariners Exgizb-mento guide and 
fail in the ſaid fix Ships and fix Pionaces, at all rimes ſhall 'be quietly 
permitted and ſuffered to depart and go in the ſaid Voyages according 
to the purport. of theſe preſents without. any ſtay or contradiction by 
Us, our Heirs or Succeſlors, or by the Lord High Admiral or any o- 
ther Officer or Sybject of Us,. our Heirs or Succeffors for. the time be- 
ing in any wiſe, any Reſtraint,” Law, Statutr, Uſage or Matter what- 
ſoever to the contrary notwithſtanding. "Provided Nevertheleſs, That 
if We ſhall at any time have juſt cauſe to Arm our Navy in Watlike 
manner in defence of our Realm, or for offence of our Enemies, or 
that it ſhall be found needful to joyn to the Navy of Us, our Heirs or 
Succeſſors the Ships of our: Subjedts to be alfo Armed for the Wars to 
ſuch a number as cannot be ſupplied if the ſaid fix Ships and fix Pin- 
naces ſhould be permitted to depart as above is mentioned, Then upon 
knowledge given by Us, our Heirs and Succeſſors, or by our Admi- 
ral, to the ſaid Governour and Company about the twentieth day of 
the Month of July, or three months before the ſaid Governour and 
Company ſhall. begin to make ready the ſame (1x Ships and fix Pinnaces, 
that we may not ſpare the ſix Ships and fix Pinnaces, and the Mariners 
requiſite for them to be out of our Realm during the time that our 
Navy ſhall be upon the Seas, That then the ſaid Governour and Com- 
pany ſhall forbear to ſend {1x (ſuch Ships and fix Pinnaces for their 
Trade of Merchandize, until that We ſhall revoke or withdraw our 
ſaid Navy from the faid Service. And we of our further Royal Fa- 
vour, and of our more eſpecial Grace certain Knowledge and meer 
Motion, Have granted and by theſe preſents for Us, our Heirs and 
Succeſſors do grant to the ſaid Governour and Company of Merchants 
of London Trading into the Eaſt-Indies and to their Succeſſors, that 
the ſaid Eaſt-Indics or the Iſlands, Havens, Ports, Cities, Towns or 
Places thereof or any part thereof, ſhall not be viſited frequented or 
haunted by any of the Subjedts of Us, our Heirs or Succetlors during 
the time that theſe our Letters Patents ſhall be or remain in force and 
not revoked or repealed, contrary to the true meaning ot theſe pre- 
ſents. And by virtue of our Prerogative Royal, which we will not in 
that behalf have argued or brought in queſtion, We ſtreightly charge 
command and prohibit for Us, our Heirs and Succetfors all the Sub- 
jets of Us, our Heirs and Succeſſors, of what degree or quality ſoever 
they be, that none of them direCtly or indirectly do viſit, haunt, fre- 
quent or trade traffique or adventure by way of Merchandize into or 
trom any of the ſaid Eaſt-Indies, or into and from any of the l{lands, 
Ports, Havens, Cities, Towns or Places aforeſaid, other than the ſaid 
Governour and Company of Merchants of London Trading into the 
Eait-Indies, and ſuch particular perſons as now be or hereafter ſhall be 
of that Company their Agents, Factors and Alligns, _— the time that 
theſe our Letters Patents ſhall be or remain in force as aforeſaid, unlc1s 
it be by and with the Licence and agreement of the ſaid Governour 
and Company of Merchatuts of London trading into the Eait-lndies in 
writing firſt had and obtained under their Common Seal to be granted, 
upon painthat every ſuch perſon or perſons that ſhall trade ortratfique 
into or from any of the ſaid Eaſt-Indies other than the faid Governour 
and Company of Merchants of London trading into the Eaft-Inaies and 
their Succeſſors, ſhall incur our indignation and the forfeiture and 


the loſs of the Goods, Merchandizes and other things whatſoever 
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which ſo ſhall be brought into this Realm of England or any the Do- 
minions of the ſame, contrary to our»faid provibition,' or' the purport 
or ttue mecriing. of theſe. preſents, or-which the ſaid Governour and 


' ' Company of Merchants of Londox rridingiinto the Eaſt raves ſhall find 


The one half-to Us, the 
other ro the Company. 


The Offenders alſo to 
\utter Impriſonmenr,&--, 


And 


the Company may give 


licence to any. 


And 


\e will not grant Li- 
cnſc to any ; 


wirhour (2:7 conſent, 


take and ferze in other” places-out of 'out:'Domimons where the {id 
Company, thtir Servants Fators or Miniſters fhall trade arid tra 

by virtue of theſe our Letters Patents 5” as alſo the: ſhip and ſhips with 
the Furniture thereof wherein ſuch: Goods Merchandiſes or other 
things ſhall be brought or ſhall be'found ; The one half of all the ſaid 
forfeitures to be to Us, out Heirs. and Succefſors, and: the other half 
of all and every the ſaid forfeicures, We do by theſe preſents of our 
eſpecial Grace cettain Knowledge and meer motiof! clearly and wholly 
for Us, our Heirs. and Sucteſlors give and grant unto the ſaid Gover- 
nour and Compatiy of Merchants of Loxdoz# trading into the Eaft-[r:- 
dies and their Succeſlors. Ad further all and every the fatd Offenders 
for their ſaid contempt to ſuffer Impriſonment during our pleaſure, 
and ſuch other puniſhment' as to Us, our Heirs or Succellors for ſo 
high a contempr ſhall ſeem meet and convenient, And not to be in 
any wiſe delivered until they and every of them ſhall become bound 
unto the ſaid Governour for the time being in the ſumme of one Thou- 
ſand pounds at the leaſt, at no time then after to trade or traffique in- 
to any of the ſaid Eaſ?-Indies contrary unto our expreſs Commandment 
in that behalf herein ſet down and publiſhed. Azd further, for the 
better encouragement of Merchants ſtrangers and others to bring in 
Commodities into our Realm, We for Us, our Heirs and Succec{ſor« 


do grant unto the ſaid Governour and Company of Merchants of 


London trading into the Eaſt-Indies, that they and their Succeilors 
may fram time to time for any conſideration or benefit to be taken to 
their own uſe, grant or give Licenſe to any perſon or perſons to ſail, 
trade or traffique into or from any the ſaid Eaſt-Indies, fo as fuch Li- 
cenſe be granted or given before ſuch Goods, Wares and Merchan- 
dizes be layed on Land. And fo as ſuch Licenſe be made by the ſaid 
Governour and Company of Merchants of Loxdox trading into the 
Eaſt-Indies under their Common ſeal. And further, of our more eſpe- 
cial Grace certain Knowledge and meer Motion, We have conde- 
ſcended and granted, and by theſe preſents for Us, our Heirs and 
Succeſlors, We do condeſcend and grant unto the ſaid Governour and 
Company of Merchants of London trading into the Eaſt-Indies and 
their Succeſiors, That We our Heirs and Succeſlors during all the 
time that theſe our Letters Patents ſhall be and remain in force as a- 
foreſaid, will not grant liberty, licenſe or power to any perſon or 
perſons whatſoever contrary to the tenor of theſe our Letters Patents, 
to ſail paſs trade or trafhique to the ſaid Eaſt-Indies, or into or from 
any the lands, Ports, Havens, Cities, Towns or Places aforeſaid or 
any of them, contrary to the true meaning of theſe preſents, without 
the conſent of the ſaid Governour and Company of Merchants of 
London trading into the Eaſt-Indies or the moſt part of them. Ard 
of our more abundant Grace and Favour to the ſaid Governour and 
Company of Merchants of Lozder trading into the Eaſt-Indies, We 
do hereby declare, That our will and pleaſure is, Thar if it ſhall fo 
happen that any of the perſons tree or to be free of the ſaid Company 
of Merchants of Londoz trading into the Eaſt-Indies, who ſhall before 
the going forth of any Ship or Fleet appointed for a Voyage or other- 
wiſe, promiſe or agree by writing under his or their hands to adven- 
ture any ſumme or ſummes of Money towards the furniſhing, pro- 
viſion or maintenance of any Voyage or Voyages ſet forth or to be ſet 
forth or intended or meant to be ſet forth by the ſaid Governour 

and 


( FI ') 
and. Company of Merchants of -Zavdon trading into the Exff-lodics ot 
part-of themipreſcntat ariy publ 
led their Genera; Comm, ſhall-not- within the ſpare of twenty days 
next after warning given ta him or them byithe:faid Governour and 
Company or their knawn Officer or Miniſter, -bruig in and deliver to 
the Treaſurer or Treafurers appointed for the Goinpany, fach ſummes 
ney as ſhall-have been cxpretied and fot down in writing by the 


lick Afdſembly commonly. cal- 


Any perſon not making 
good his Sabſcriprion 


ſaid. perſon or perfons ſubſcribed, :with the name; of the faid Adven- | 


urers, That then end at all rimes.ofier:it. ſball-and may 


turer ar Ad 
Compaiy, or the: more 


be Jawfiil-ro and for the faid-Governour and 
part:of them preſent, whereof the ſaid Goverhanr or his Neputy to be 
one; :at any of their General Courts or General Ajtſemblies to remove 
and disfranchiſe him or them, and every ſuch perfor or perſons at their 
wills and: pleaſures.z and he or they fo removed and and disfranchifed 
not to be permitted to trade into the faid Eaſt-Indier or any the part; 
thereof, nor to have any Adventure or ſtock going or remaining with 
or amongſt the ſaid Company without the ſpecial Licenſe of the faid 
Governour and Company or the more part of them preſent at any 
General Court firſt had and obtained in that behalfz any thing before 
thereof in any wife notwithſtanding. 
And our will and pleaſure is, and hereby We do alfo ardain, that 
ſhall and may be lawful to and for the ſaid Governour and Company 
of Merchants of Loxdor trading into» the Eaſt-b:dics or the more part 
of them, whereof the Governour for the time being or his Deputy to 
be one, to admit into and to be of the ſaid Company all ſuch Appren- 
tices to any of the ſaid Fellowſhip or Company, and all Servants and 
Factors of or for the ſaid Company,and all ſuch others as to them or the 
moſt part of them preſent at any Court held for the ſaid Company, the 
Governour or hisDeputy being one, ſhall be thought fit and agreeable 
with the Order and Ordinances made and to be made for the Govern- 
mentof the ſaid Company. Ard the faid Governour and Company of 
Merchants of London trading into the Eaft-Indies tor them and their 
Succeſlors, Do by theſe preſents covenant, promiſe and grant to and 
with Us, our Heirs and Succellors, That they the ſaid Governour and 
Company and their Succeſſors in all and every ſuch Voyages as they at 
any time or times hereafter ſhall make out of this Realm by virtue of 
of this our grant and Letters Patents, the firſt Voyage onely excepted, 
ſhall and will upon every return which (hall be made back again into 
this Realm or any of our Dominions, or within {1x months next after 

every ſuch return, bring into this our Kealm of Exg/an4 from the f11d 

Eaſ#-Idies, or from ſome other parts beyond the Seas out of our Do- 

minions, as great or greater value in Bullion of Gold or Silver reſpc- 

tively for every Voyage (the firſt Voyage only excepted) as (hall be 

by force of theſe preſents tranſported and carried out of this Realm by 

them or any of them in any kind ot filver aboveſaid whatſoever in 

And that all ſuch filver as by virtue of this our 

grant and Letters Patents, ſhall be ſhipped or laden by the faid Go- 

vernour and Company or their Succeſlors to be tranſported out of this 

Realm in any of the ſaid Voyages, ſhall from time to time at the {ct- 

ting forth of every ſuch particular Voyage, be ſhipped and laden at 

the Ports or Havens of London, Dartmouth or * Plymouth, or at ſome 

of the faid Ports or Havens, and at no other Port or Haven whatlo- 

ever Within this our Realm ot the Dominions thereot. 
and every ſuch filver as from time to time ſhall be ſhipped and laden 
in the ſaid Ports of London, Dartmouth or Plymouth or any of them, 
to be by force of theſe preſents tranſported out of this our Realm as 
is aforeſaid, ſhall from time to time be duly entred by the C 


in theſe preſents to the contrary 
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who may judge all per- 
ſons living under them. 


( 12) 


Comptroller, Colle&or or other Officer to whom it ſhall appertain, of 
every ſach Port or Haven where the fame ſhall: happen to be ſhipped 
or laden, in the Cuſtom-book belonging to the ſaid Port or Haven, 
before ſuch time as the-ſame ſhall be ſhipped or laden to be tranſport- 
ed as aforeſaid, without any Cuſtonr or ſubfidy to be. paid for the 
ſame. Ard that in like manner all and all manner of Gold and filver 
whatſoever which ſball be brought into this our Realm or any. of our 
Dominions by the ſaid Governour and Company or any of.them,. ac- 
cording to the true meaning of theſe: preſents, ſhall hikewiſe be from 
time to time duly entred by the Cuſtomer Comptroller or other Offi- 
cer of every ſuch Port, Creek or Place where the ſame Gold or. (ilver 
ſhall happen to be unſhipped or brought to land, before ſuch time as 
the ſame Gold or filver or any part thereof ſhall be unſhipped and 
brought to land as aforeſaid, according to ſuch order as by our Trea- 
ſurer of England for the time being, ſhall be taken for the entring of 
the ſame. Ard for the preventing of ſecret and Clandeſtine Trading 
contrary to our intentions herein before expreſſed, Our further Wil! 
and Pleaſure is, And We do for Us, Our Heirs and Succefſors grant 
unto the ſaid Governour and Company and their Succeſſors, that no 
Commiſiioners or other Officers that are or ſhall be appointed to man- 
nage the Afﬀairs of the Cuſtoms payable to Us, our Heirs or Succeſ- 
ſors, ſhall permit any Entries to be made of any Goods or Merchan- 
dize of the growth, production or manufacture of the parts or places 
aforeſaid in Aſa, Africa or America above limited or appropriated 
to the Trade of the ſaid Governour and Company, other than ſuch 
as from time to time ſhall be allowed of by the ſaid Governour and 
Company or their Succeſſors under their Common Seal, or the hand 
of the Officer to be by them appointed to fit in the Cuſtom-houſe for 
that purpoſe. Azd further, our Will and Pleaſure is, and by theſe 
preſents for Us, our Heirs and Succeſſors, We do grant unto the ſaid 
Governour and Company of Merchants of London Trading into the 
Eaſt-Indies and to their Succeſſors, that it ſhall and may be lawful in 
all Ele&ions and By-Laws to be made by the General Court of the 
Adventurers of the ſaid Company, that every perſon ſhall have a 
number of Votes according to his ſtock, that is to ſay, for every five 
hundred pounds by him ſubſcribed or brought into the preſent ſtock, 
one Vote : And that any of thoſe that have ſubſcribed or brouyht leſs 
than five hundred pounds, may joyn their reſpeQtive ſummes to make 
up five hundred pounds and have one Vote jointly for the ſame, and 
not otherwiſe. Ad further of our eſpecial Grace certain Knowledge 
and meer Motion, We do for Us, our Heirs and Succeflors, grant to 
and with the ſaid Governour and Company of Merchants of L 0:40: 
Trading into the Eaſt-Indies and their Succeſſors, That all Plantati- 
ons, Forts, Fortifications, FaQories or Colonies where the ſaid Com- 
panics Fattories and Trade are or ſhall be, in the ſaid Eaſt-Indier, 
ſhall be immediately and from henceforth under the power and com- 
mand of the ſaid Governour and Company their Succeſlors and Aſligns: 
And that the ſaid Governour and Company of Merchants of London 
Trading into the Eai7-Indies ſhall have liberty full power and authority 
to appoint and eſtabliſh Governours and all other Officers to govern 
them. And that the Governour and his Council of the ſeveral and 
reſpective places where the ſaid Company have or ſhall have any 
Factories or places of Trade within the faid Eaſt-Indies, may have 
power to judge all perſons belonging to the faid Governour and Com- 
pany, or that ſhall live under them in all Cauſes whether Civil or 
Criminal, according to the Laws of this Kingdom, and to execute 
judgment accordingly. And in caſe any Crime or Miſdemeanour 


{hall 
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ſhall be committed in any of the feid Companies Fafories ini the (aid 
—_ where Judicature'canhor be executed as aforeſaid for want 
of a Governour and Council there,” Then in ſach caſe it ſhall and may 
be lawful for the chief FaGor of that place aid his Councit to tranſmit 
the Party together with the offence to ſuch other Plantation, Faftory 
or Fort whete there is a Governour and Council whece Juſtice may 
be Executed, or into this Kingdom of Exgland, as ſhall be thought 
moſt - convenient, there to receive ſuch puniſhment as the Juſtice 
of his offence ſhall deſerve. Ard moreover onr Will and Pleaſure 
is and by theſe preſents for Us, our Heirs and Succeſlors We do give 


and grant unto the ſaid Governour and Company of Merchants of 


London trading into the Eaft-Indies and their Succeflors free Liberty 
and Licenſe for the faid Governour and Company in cafe they 
conceive it neceſſary to ſend either ſhips of War, Men or Ammu- 
nition into any their Factories or other places of their Trade in the 
faid Eaft-Indies for the ſecurity and defence of the fame. And to 
chuſe Commanders and Officers over them, and to give th+m power 
and Authority by Commiſſions under their Common Seal or other- 
wile to continue or make Peace or War with any Prince or 
People that are not Chriſtians in any places of their Trade, as 
ſhall be moſt for the advantage and benefit of the ſaid Gover- 
nour and Company and of their Trade : And alfo to Right and 
Recompence themſelves upon the Goods, Eſtate or People of thoſe 
Parts by whom the ſaid Governour and Company ſhall ſuſtain 
any Injury, Loſs or Dammage, or upen any other People what- 
ſoever that ſhall any wayes interrupt, wrong or injure them in 
their ſaid Trade within the fatd Places, Territories and Limits 
granted unto the ſaid Governour and Company or their Succetlors by 
this Charter. Ard that it ſhall and may be Lawtful to and for 
the ſaid Governour and Company and their Succefſors from time 
to time, and at all times from henceforth to Erect and Build ſuch 
Caſtles, Fortifications, Forts, Garriſons, Collonies or Plantations 
at St. Helena, as alſo elſewhere within the Limits and Bounds of 
Trade granted unto the ſaid Governour and Company as aforeſaid, 
as they in their Diſcretions ſhall think fit and requiſite : And 
for the ſupplying of ſuch as ſhall be requiſite to keep and be in 
the ſame; to ſend out of this Kingdom to the ſaid Caſtles, Fortifi- 
cations, Forts, Garriſons, Colonies or Plantations, all kind of Cloth- 
ing, Proviſion of Victuals, Ammunition and Implements necellary 
for ſuch purpoſe, without paying of any Cuftom, Subtidy or other 
Duty for the ſame : As alſo to Tranſport and carry over ſuch 
number of Men being willing thereunto, as they {hall think 
fit: And alſo to govern them in ſuch Legal and Reaſonable 
manner as the ſaid Governour and Company {hall think fit : 
And to inflidt puniſhment for Miſdemeanours, or umpole ſuch 
Fines upon them for breach of their Orders as in theſe preſents 
are formerly expreſſed. And further, Our Will and Pleature is, 
and by theſe preſents for Us, Our Heirs and Succetlors, We do 
grant unto the ſaid Governour and Company of Merchants of 
London Trading into the Eaſt-Indies, and to their Succellors, full 
Power and Lawful Authority to ſeize upon the perſons of all 
ſuch Engliſh or any other Our Subjects in the {aid Cuſt-Indies , 
which ſhall Sail in any -dian or Engliſh Veilel, or inhabit in 
thoſe Parts without the Leave and Licenſe of the ſaid Governour and 
Company in that behalf firſt had and obtained - Or that (hall 


Contemn or Diſobey their Orders, and ſend them to England. 
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And thar allin the Com- 
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fuji be puniſhed there; 


ar 
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And that all and every. perfon; or. perſons being Our Subjects 
any. ways employed by the ſaid Governour and Company m the 
ſaid Faſt-Indics or any other place-;within the parts places and 
limits before by theſe preſents granted unto the ſaid Governour 
and Company ſhall be liable unto. and ſuffer ſuch puniſhment for 
any Offences by them committed in the ſaid Eaſt-Indies and parts 
before granted, as the Preſident and Council for the ſaid Gover- 
nour and Company there ſhall think fit, and. the merit of the 
Offence ſhall require. And in caſe any perfon or perſons being 
Convicted and Sentenced by the Preſident and Council of the 
ſaid Governour and Company in the ſatd Eaſt-Þ des their Factors 
or Agents there for any Offence by them done, ſhall Appeal 
from the ſame 3 That then and in every ſuch caſe ic ſhall and 
may be Lawful to and for the ſaid Pretident and Council Factors 
or Agents to ſcize upon him or them, and to carry him or them home 
Priſoners into Ergland to the ſaid Governour and Company, 
there to receive ſuch condign Puniſhment as the merits of his 
Cauſe ſhall require, and the Laws of this Nation allow of. 
Ard for the the better Diſcovery of Abuſes and Injuries to be 
done unto the ſaid Governour and Company or their Succcilors 
by any their Servants by them employed in the ſaid Caſt-Indies 
or Voyages thither, it ſhall and may be Jawtul to and for the 
{aid Governour and Company , and their refpeGive Preiidents 
Chicf Agent or Governour in the ſaid C.ſt-l7dzes, to examine 
upon Oath all Faftors, Maſters, Purſers, Supra-Cargocs, Com- 
manders of Caſtles, Forts, Fortificat:ons, Plantations or Colonies, 
or other perſons touching or concerning any matter or thing 
which by Law and Uſage an Oath may be Adminiſtrcd, So as 
the ſaid Oath and the matter therein contained be not repugnant 
to the Laws of this Our Realm. "Provided alwayes neverthcleſs, 
and Our Will and Pleaſure 1s, that theſe Our Letters Patents or 
any thing therein contained ſhall not in any ſort extend to give 
or grant any Licence, Power or Authority unto the ſaid Gover- 
nowr and Company of Merchants of London Trading into the 
C4ji-I.dies or to any of them to undertake or addreſs any Trade 
unto any Country, Port, Ifland, Haven, City, Creek, Town or 
Place alicady in the Lawful and Aftual Poſielhion of any tuch 
Chriltian Prince or State as at this preſent is or at any time herc- 
ater ſhall be in League or Amity with Us, Our Heirs or Suc- 
cellors, and which doth not or will not accept of ſuch Trade, 
but doth overtly declare and publiſh the time to be utterly a- 
gainſt his or their good Will and Liking 3 Any thing before 1n 
theſe Preſents contained to the contrary thereot notwithſtanding. 
"Provided alſo, that if it ſhall hereafter appear to Us, Our Heirs 
or Succeſlors that this Grant or the continuance thereof in the 
waole or 1n any part thereof ſhall not be protitable ro Us, Our 
iirs and Succellors or to this Our Realm, That then and frem 
thenceforth upon and afrer Three years warning to be given to 
the faid Company by Us, Our Heirs or Succetiors, under Our 
or tieir Privy Seal or Sign Manual, this preſent Grant ſhall 
ecale be void and determined, to all Intents, Conſtructions and 
Purpoſes, II7lizg hereby and fſtreghtly charging and comman\(- 


nz al and finguiar Our Admirals, Vice-Admirals, Juitices, Viay ors, 
Sitritis, Elcacators, Conſtables, Bailifts, and all and inglar other 
O1r Officers, Miniſters, Laigemen and Subje&s whatfucycr to be 
ang, favouring, hcolping and athſting to the (aid coat apBge' 
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Company, and to their Succeſlors; And to their Deputies, Offi- 
cers, Factors, Servants, Aſſigns and Miniſters and every of them 
in Executing and Enjoying the Premifſes, as well on Land as 
on Sea from time to time when you or any of you ſhall there- 
unto be required. Any Statute, AF, Ordinance, Proviſo, Pro- 
clamation or Reſtraint heretofore had made ſet forth ordained 
or provided, Or any other Matter, Cauſe or Thing whatſoever 
to the contrary in any wiſe notwithſtanding. 1» Witneſs where- DPared the third Apri/ is 
of We have cauſed theſe Our Letters to be made Patents. Wit- - oem year of Onr 


eſs Our Self at Weſtminſter the Third Day of Aprit in the 
Thirteenth Year of Our Reign. 
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The Eift-India Companies CHAR,;TER, 
Cranted by the K I N G S Moſt Excellent 
MAJESTY F AME S tbe Second, un- 
der the Great Seal of England,Dated the Twelfth 
day of April,jn the Second Year of His Majeſties 
Reign, 1686, 


J AMES the Second by the Grace of 


God, of England, Scotland, France and Ireland King, Defender of 
the Faith, &c. Toall to whom theſe preſents {hall come Greening. 
mhereas Our wellbeloved Subjets the Governour ard Company of 
Merchants Trading into the Eaſfl-Indies, have been of long (ince a 
Corporation to the honour and profit of this Nation, and have enjoy- 
ed and do enjoy divers Liberties Priviledges and Immunities by 
force of ſeveral Letters Patents, heretofore granted to them by our late 
Royal Progenitors and Predecefſſors, Queen ELIZABETH, 
and King F AMES. And Whereas the late King CHARLES 
the Second, our Dearly Beloved Brother of Ever Bleſſed Memory, did 
by His Royal Charter or Letters Patents bearing date atWeſtminſiter the 
third day of Aprilin the 13th. year of His Reign, amongſt other things, 
give grant ratifie and es unto his Truſty and wellbeloved Subjects 
the Governour and Company of Merchants of London Trading into the Eaſt- 
Indies, That they from thenceforth for ever be and ſhouldbe one Body 
Corporate and Politick, in deed and Name, by the Name of the (320- 
rernour and Company of Merchants of Lordon Trading into the Eaſt-lndics. 
And further, that they and all that then were or ſhould be of the faid 
Company and every of them, and all the Sons of them and every of 
them at their ſeveral ages of one and twenty years or upwards, and 
that all ſuch the Apprentices, Faftors and Servants of them and every 
of them, which thereafter ſhould be imployed by the ſaid Company 1n 
the ſaid Trade of Merchandize of or to the Eaſt-Indies beyond the Seas 
or any other the places therein for that purpoſe mentioned (hould and 
might from thenceforth for ever from the day of the date ot the laid 
Letters Patents freely Traffick, and uſe the Trade of Merchandize by 
Seas, in and by ſuch wayes and paſſages then found out and diſcovered 
or which then after ſhould be found out and diſcovered as they ſhould 
eſteem and take to be fitteſt into and from the ſaid Caif-[:dies, in the 
Countreys and Parts of Aſiz and Africa, and into and from the ItJands, 
Ports, Havens, Cities, Creeks, Towns and places of Aſta, Africz and 
Axmerica or any of them beyond the Cape of Bona Eſperanza to the 
Streights of Magellan, where any Trade or Trattique of Merchandize 
might be uſed or had, and to and from every of them in ſuch order 
mainer form liberty and condition to all intents and purpoſes as ſhould 
be from time to time at any publique Aſſembly or Court holden by 
or for the ſaid Governour and Company by or between them of the 
ſaid Fellowſhip or Company of Merchants of London Trading into the 
Caſt-lndies,or the more part of them for the time being preſent at ſuch 
Aiſembly or Court the Governour or his Deputy being alwayes pre- 
ſent, at ſuch Court or Aſſembly _— and agrecd and not otherwile, 
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be limited and agreed 3 
any Scarute, &c. not- 
witatftanding, 


So as they Trade not to 
any place in the Lawful 
Poſſeſhon of any Chri- 
ſtian Prince or State 1n 
League or Amity, 


thar would not accept 
ſuch Trade, bur declare 
againſt 1t, 


And further, That the 
ſaid Company ſhal! for 
ever enjoy the whole 
and intire Trade. 


And that no part of the 
ſaid Indies ſhould be vi- 
fired or hainred by any 
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And the faid late King 
did alſo by his Preroga- 
tive Royal, (whica he 
would not in that be- 
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any moleſtation, impeachment or diſturbance,any ſtatute, uſage, diver- 
ſity of Religion or Faith, or any other cauſe or matter whatſoever tothe 


contrary natwithſtanding + ws alwayes the fame Trade be not watler- 
ountrey, I{land; Port, Haven, City, Creek, 


Prince or State as then was, or. at any time. thereafter ſhould be 
in league or Amity with the faid Jate King, his or ſucceſſors, 
and who then id not, or would nat except of any:fudh Trade, but 
did openly deglare and publiſh the fame to be utterly _ his 
and their good will and ſiking.And further the ſaid late King did there- 
by for himſeIfhis heirs and ſucceſſors grant unto the ſaid Grovernour and 
Company of Merchants of London Trading into the Eaſt-Indies,and to their 
ſucce{lors, That they and their ſucceſlors, and their Faftors, Servants 
and Aſſigns in the Trade of Merchandize for thengagd on theirbchatt, 
and not otherwiſe, ſhould for ever after have uke and enjoy the whale 
entire and onely Trade and Traffique 3 and the whole entire and only 
Liberty uſe and priviledge of Trading and Trafhquing and uſing the 
Feat and Trade of Merchandize to and from the ſaid Eeſt-Indies, and 
to and from all the INands, Ports, Havens, Cities, Towns and Places 
therein for that purpoſe mentioned in ſuch manner and form as isthere- 
in mentioned. And theſaid late King did thereby for himſelf his heirs 
and ſucceſſors further grant to the ſaid Gavernour and Company and 
their ſucceſſors, that the ſaid Eaſt-[ndies or the Iflands, Havens, Ports, 
Cities, Towns or Places thereof, or any part thereof, ſhould not be 
vilited frequented or haunted by any the ſubjects of him his heirs or 
ſucceſſors, during the time that the faid Letters Patents ſhould be in 
force and not revoked or repealed, contrary to the true meaning of 
the ſaid Letters Patents. And the ſaid late King by virtue of his Pre- 
rogative Royal, which he would not in that behalf have argued or 
brought in queſtion, did alſo by his faid Letters Patents ſtreightly 
wang command and prohibit for himſelf his heirs and ſucceſſors all 
the ſubjets of him his heirs and ſucceſſors of what Degree or Quality 


 ſoever they were,that none of themdireCtly or indireRly vitit haunt fre- 


quent and TradeTraffique or Adventure by way of Merchandize into or 
from any the ſaidCaſt-1mdies or placesthercin for that purpoſe mentioned 
other then the ſaid Governonrand Compary, and ſuch particular perſons 
as then were or after ſhould be of that Company their Agents, Factors, 
and Ailigns, during the time that the ſaid Lettcrs Patents ſhould be in 
force, unleſs by and with the Licenſe: and Agreement of the ſaid Go- 
vernour and Company in writing firſt had and obtained under their 
Common Seal to be granted, upon the pains and Forfcitures in the ſaid 
Letters Patents at large exprefled, as in and by the ſaid Letters Pa- 
tents, relation thereunto being had, amongſt ſcveral other grants, cove- 
nants, powers, clauſes, liberties, immunities, priviledges, preheminences 
and proviſoes therein contained and exprelſed may more fully appear. 
And whereas the faid late King CHARLES the Second, by His 
Royal Charter or Letters Patents bearing date at Weſtminſter the 27th. 
day of March, 1n the 2oth. year of His Raign, by the Advice of His 
Privy Council, in all the grants and matters therein, did grant transfer 
and confirm for himſelf his heirs and ſucceſſors unto the ſaid Gover- 
nour and Company all that Port and {land of Bombay in the Eaſt-1r- 


aies with all the rights, profits, territories and appurtenances thereof 


whatſoever, and all and ſingular royalties, revenues, rents, cuſtomes 
caſtles, forts, buildings, and fortifications, priviledges, franchilcs, prehe- 
minences, and Hereditaments whatſoever within the premilcs or to them 
or any of them belonging, or in any wiſe appertaining, in as large and 
ample manner to all intents, conſtructions and purpoſes as the faid late 
King then had and enjoyed the ſame, or might or ought to have had 
and 


» 
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- and enjoyed the fame by virtue and force of the grant of the then 
King of 'Portzga/, and not further or otherwiſe. And them the ſaid 
Governour and Company, their Succeſfors and Aſligns the ſaid late 
King thereby for himſelf his Heirs and Succefſors did make, create'and 
conſtitute the true and abſolute Lords and etors of the Port and 
Iſland and premiſes therein mentioned and of 'every part and -parcel 
thereof which to him the ſaid late King appertained by force of the 
Grant from the ſaid = of *Portuge, and not' further or otherwiſe, 
ſaving, and alwayes reſerving to himſelf his Heirs and Sacceflors the 
Faith and Allegiance to him due and belonging, arid his Royal 
Power and Soveraignty of and over his SubjeQs and Inhabitants there, 
To have, hold, potlefs, and enjoy the ſaid Port and Ifland and al! 
and fingular other the premiſes therein before granted or mentioned 
to be granted unto the ſaid Governour and Company their Sueceſlors 
and Aſſigns for ever, to the only uſe of the ſaid Goverriour and Com- 
pany their Succeſſors and Afſigns for ever-more ; To be holden of 
him the ſaid late King his Heirs and Succeffors of his Mannor of Eaft 
Greenwich in the County of Kemt in free and common Soccage and not 
in Capite nor by Knights ſervice, yielding and paying therefore to 
him, the faid late King his Heirs and Succetfors, at the Cuſtoni-Houſe 


Londen, the Rent or Summe of Ten pounds of Lawful Money of Pfneihe "IEA 


England in Gold on the zoth. day of Seplember yearly for ever z And 
the ſaid late King did for himſelf his Heirs and Succeflors alſo grant 
that it ſhould and might be lawful to and for the ſaid Governour and 
Company, their Succeſſors and Afligns, and to and for their Agents, 
FaQors and Servants, and every of them, to have, hold, uſe, exer- 
ciſe, enjoy and execute all and fingular the Juriſdictions, Powers, 
Liberties, Priviledges, Benefits and Advantages whatſoever within 
the ſaid Port and Hland Bombay, and in all and every of their Voy- 
ages thither, and from thence, and in all and every of their Trade, 
Traftique, and Merchandizing there, thither or from thence to 
and from any place or places whatſoever as they the ſaid Go- 
vernour and Company their Succefſors and Aſſigns or their A- 
gents, Faftors and Servants or any of them might or could hold, uſe, 
exerciſe, enjoy and execute by force and verrue of his ſaid Royal 
Charter or Letters Patents bearing Date at Weſtminſter, the faid third 
Day of April in the 13th. year of His Reign 1n any other place or 
places in the faid E2ft-Indies, or touching or concerning any other 
their Plantations, Forts, Caſtles, Colonies, Fatories, Agents, Factors, 
and Servants, or touching or concerning any their Trade, Trafique 
or Merchandizing, Goods, Wares and Commodities or any other 
matter or thing of or belonging unto the ſaid Company comprized 


or mentioned or intended to be comprized within the ſaid Charter or 


Letters Patents, bearing Date the third day of April aforefaid in as 
large and ample manner to all Intents, Conſtructions and purpoſes as 
if the ſame Juriſdions, Powers, Liberries, Priviledges, Immunities, 
Benefits and Advantages were in the fzcond recited Letters Patents 
of the ſaid late King Charles the Second, particularly mentioned and 
expreſſed, as in and by the fame Letters paremts, relation being there- 
unto had amongſt divers other grants, proviſoes, powers and clauſes 
liberties, immunities, priviledges and preheminences may more fully 
appear. And whereas the ſaid late King Charles the Second did b 
His Royal Charter or Letters patents bearing Date at Weſtminſter rhe 
«th, day of Ofober in the 28th. Year of His Reign for himſelf his 
Heirs and Succefſors, ratifie and confirm unto the ſaid Governour and 
Company and their Succeſſors for ever, All and fingular the Rights, 
Liberties and Franchiſes to them formerly given, granted or ms 
'Y 


by force of the Grant of 
the then King of Por- 
tagal. 


vernour and - Company 
did make and conſti- 
rurte the abſolute Pro- 
prietors thereof. 


"Alwayes reſerving to 
himſelf the Faith arid 
Allegiance of the Inha- 
hirancs, &©c. 


To ho!d the ſame unto 
the ſaid Governour and 
Company &-. for ever, 


To He holden 2s of h:: 
VNoannor of Eaft Grim 
with in common Soc- 


cage 


of 1 @. 
in Gold yearly. 


Sranting them alſo ail 
priviledges and advan- 
rages there as in other 
parts of 114i2they might 
enjoy 


by force and virtue of 
His Majeſties ſaid Chas- 
ter , Dated 34. 471, 
Anz 1 3.Regri, : 


In as large and armpic 
manner as 1f particu- 
larly exprefied in the 
ſecond recited Lerters 
Patents. 


Y And whereas the ſail 


late King by Charree 
dated 5th. Oclover Anne 
28 Rrgn, 


did confirm all Righes 


&-c. formerly granted 
the (a1 Company. 


notwithſtanding any 
former miſuſer, &c. 


To the only uſe and be- 


hoof of the ſaid Com- 


pany for cver. 


And whereas rhe ſaid 
late King by his Royal 
Charter, Dated 15 Dec. 
An. 25 Regnt, 


did grant rhe ſaid Com- 


pany the Iſland of Sr. 
Helenz, with all the 
Righrs, &c. 


with all and fingular 
Royalties, Revenues , 
Cuſtoms, &*c. 


and did create, and con- 
ſtiture the ſaid Compa- 
ny, abſolute Lords and 
Proprietors of the ſaid 
Tfland, 

{alwayes reſerving the 
Faith and Allegiance of 
the Inhabitants : ) 


to the only uſe of the 
faid Governour and 
Company, 


to beholdenin free and 
common Soccage z 
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by the two firſt recited Charters or Letters Patents of the faid late 
King Charles the Second herein before-mentioned or either of rhem 
notwithſtanding any former miſ-uſer, non-uſer or abuſer whatſoever 
of the ſaid Rights, Liberties and Franchiſes, or any of them by the 
ſaid Governour and Company, or by their Fators, Agents and Ser- 
vants, or any of them, To have, hold, exerciſe and enjoy the faid 
Rights, Liberties and Franchiſes and every of them unto the ſaid Go- 
vernour and Company and their Succeſſors for ever, To the onely 
uſe and behoofe of the ſaid Governour and Company and their Suc- 
ceſſors for evermore, in as large and ample manner and form to all 
Intents, Conſtructions and Purpoſes, as by vertue of the two firſt 
recited Charters or either of them they 7. could or ought to have 
had and enjoyed the ſame if ſuch miſ-uſer, non-uſer or abuſer had 
never been, as in and by the ſaid Charter or Letters Patents bearing 
date the ſaid 5th. day of Odober aforeſaid (relation being thereunto« 
had) amongſt divers other Grants, Liberties, Immunities, Priviledges 
and Preheminences may more fully appear. And Whereas the ſaid 
late King Charles the Second by his Royal Charter or Letters Patents 
bearing Late at Weſtminſter the 16th. day of December in the 25th. 
year of his Reign for himſelf his Heirs and Succeſlors did give, grant 
and confirm unto the faid Governour and Company their Succeſlors 
and Aſſigns, all that the Iſland of St. Helena with all the Rights, Pro- 
fits, Territories and Appurtenances whatſoever, and all the Soi}, 
Lands, Fields, Woods, Mountains, Farmes, Lakes, Pools, Harbours, 
Rivers, Bayes, Iſles, Iflets, ſcituate or being within the bounds or 
limits thereof with the fiſhing of all ſorts of Fiſh, Whales, Sturgeons 


and all other Royal Fiſhes in the Bayes, I{lets and Rivers within the 


ſame premiſes, and the Fiſh therein taken, And all the Veins, Mines 
and Quarries as well Royal Mines as other Mines, whether the ſame 
were then diſcovered or not diſcovered, and alſo all Gold, Silver, 
Jems and precious Stones, and all other whatſoever, be it of Stones, 
Metals or any thing whatſoever then fcund or to be found within the 
Veins, Mines or Quarries of the ſame I{Jand and premifſes. And all 
and fingular Royalties, Revenues, Rents, Cuſtomes, Caſtles, Forts 
and Buildings and Fortifications then Erected and to be Erefted on 
the premiſles or any part thereof. And all Priviledges, Franchiſes, 
Preheminences and Hereditaments whatſoever within the ſame, or to 
them or auy of them belonging or 1n any wiſe appertaining in as large 
and ample manner to all intents, conſtructions and purpoſes as the (aid 


late King Charles the Second then had and enjoyed or might or could 


have or enjoy the ſame by vertue or force of the ſame late Kings Con- 
queſt thereof or otherwiſe howſoever, And them the ſaid Governour 
and Company their Succeflors and Aſſigns he the faid late King Charles 
the Second for himſelf, his Heirs and Succeſlors did thereby make 
create and conſtitute the true and abſolute Lords and Proprietors of 
the ſame I{Jand and premiſſes, and of every part and parcel thereof ; 
Saving, and alwayes reſerving to the ſame late King his Heirs and 
Succeſjors, the Faith and Allegiance to them due and belonging and 
their Royal power and Sovereignty of and over their Subjects and In- 
habitants there, To have hold poſleſs and enjoy the fame Iſlands and 
all and ſingular other the premiſles therein before granted or men- 
tioned to be granted unto the ſaid Governour and Company their 
Succeſſors and Aſſigns for ever, To the only uſe of the ſaid Governour 
and Company their Succeſlors and Aſſigns for evermore,To be holden 
of the ſaid late King, his Heirs and Succefſors as of the Mannor of 
Eaſt Greenwich in the County of Kent in free and common ſoccage, 
and not in Capite nor by Knights ſervice, as in and by the ſaid Letters 


Patents 
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Patents, relation being thereunto had amongſt diverſe other Geants, 
Powers, Liberties, Priviledges, Preheminences and Clauſes - therein 
exprefs'd may more fully appear. And Whereas the ſame late King by 
his Royal Charter or Letters Patents bearing date at Weſtminſter the 
gth. day of Auguſt in the ou of his Reign, did Erect and Eſtabliſh 
a Court of Judicature to be held at ſuch place or places, Fort or 
Forts, Plantations or Faftorics upon the Coaſts in the ſame Letters 
Patents mentioned, as the ſaid Company ſhould from time to time di- 
ret or appoint, which ſaid Cour: ſhould conſiſt of one perſon learned 
in the Civil Lawes and two Merchants, which ſaid perſons and ſuch 
Officers of the ſaid Court as (hould be thought neceflary to be nomi- 
nated and appointed from time to time by the Governour or Deputy 
Governour and Court or the Major part of them and which ſaid per- 
ſons learned in the Civil Laws and two Merchants or the Major part 
of them, whereof the ſaid perſon learned in the Civil Law to be one 
ſhould have Commiſſion and power to hear and determine all Caſes 
of Forfcitures and ſeizures of any (hip or ſhips, Goods and Merchan- 
dize trading and coming upon any the ſaid Coaſts or Limits contrary 
to the intent of the ſame Letters Patents and of the ſaid firſt recited 
Letters Patents of the ſaid late King Charles the Second therein men- 
tioned, and alſo all Cauſes Mercantile or Maritime, Bargains, Buy- 
10gs, Scllings, Bartering of Wares whatſoever and all Policies and 
Acts of Aflurance and all Bills, Bonds, and premiſes for payment of 
Money or Mercantile or trading ContraQts, all Charter-partics or 
Trading Contradts for affraighting of Veſſels and wages of Marriners 
and all other Mercantile or Maritime Caſcs whatſoever concerning 
any perſon or perſons reſiding, coming or being in the places aforeſaid 
and all caſes of Treſpaſſes, Injuries and Wrongs done or committed 
upon the high Sea or in any of the Regions,and Territortes,Countries, 
or places therein for that purpoſe mentioned concerning any perſon 
or perſons reſiding being or coming in the parts of Aa, Africz and 
America within the bounds and limits therein mentioned. All which 
Caſes ſhould be adjudged and determined by the ſaid Court upon 
due examination and proof according to the Rules of Equity and 
good Conſcience, and according to the Laws and Cuſtoms of Mer- 
chants by ſuch Methods and Rules of proceedings as the ſame late King 
ſhould from time to time dire&t and appoint either under his Great 
Seal or Privy Seal, And for want of fuch direftion, and until fuch 
diredion ſhould be made by ſuch ways and means as by the Judges of 
the ſaid Court ſhould in their beſt Judgments and diſcrerions think 
meet and juſt;whether it be by a ſummary way or otherwile according 
to the exigency of ſeveral Caſes that ſhould be brought in Judgmene 
before them, and all Judgments, Determinations and Decrees made 
17 the ſaid Court were to be put in writing and (ignified to the perſons 
that were preſent at the making of the ſame and ſhould contain a ſhort 
ſtate of the matter of Fa as it appeared to them, and their Scn- 
tence and Adjudication thereupon, as in and by the faid Letters 
Patents bearing Date at Weſtminſter the grth. day of Auguſt afore- 
ſid, relation being thereunto had amongſt divers other Grants, 
Powers, Liberties, Priviledges and Clauſes therein contained may 
more fully and at | appear. Ard whereas we are grven to un- 
derſtand, that ſeveral perſons contrary to, And in Contempt of 
the firſt recited: Letters Patents, and the Royal Pleaſure of our ſaid 
Dearly Beloved Brother thereby geclared, have of late years pre- 
ſumed without the Licence- of the | ſaid Goverhour and Company 


to ſend out ſeveral Ships, and'to Trade, Traffique and NOTE 
r y 


And whereas the fame 
lae King by his Royal 
Charter dated g Avgaſt, 
Ano Rigni 35. 

did erc& 2 Court of Jus 
dicarure, to be holden 
as the Com ſhould 
direc, NY 


to derertmin all caſes of 
forfurtures and feizures 


of Ships, &c. 


As alſo. all Cauſes Mer- 
cannle or Maritimee> 


and all Treſpaſſes upon 
the high Sea, or any the 
Regions, &+-. 


accordivg ro Equity 
and the Coſte " 
Merchants. 

And by ſuch methods 
as the (21d late King 
ſhould dire&t, under his 
Great or Privy Seal. 
And for want thereof, 
as the Judges of the laid 
Courr ſhould think 
meer. 


All Judgments to be put 


in writing ©. 


And wherens ſeveral 
perions, in contempt 
of rhe firſt rected Let- 
ters Parents, : 
have preſumed ( wich- 
out Licence ) to ſend 
out Ships, and to rrade 
within the limits com- 
priſed in the ſaid Char- 
ter 3 
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ro-the great damage of 
the ſaid Company, and 
manifeſt hazard of ru- 
1ning.of rhac Trade, 


Whereupon the faid 


- Governour and Compa- 


ny have humbly be- 
ſught Us to granr and 
confirm the ſaid Char- 
ters, withſome addicions., 


Now,well weighing how 
highly ir imports the 
honour and welfare of 


the Realm, &r. 


thar thoſe diſorders 
ſhould be redreſt, and 
thar Trade improved 
ro the utmoſt 3 


and thar the ſaid Com- 
pany may be encourage 


ed by all lawful athit- 


ance, in that diitficulr 
and hazardous Trade ; 
We have and Uo here- 
by ratify and confirm 
for ever, all the ſaid 
Charters, &c. 


And a!l Rights and Pri- 
viledges as fully as if 
particularly expreſc'd. 


Notwihſtanding any 
Non-ufer, miſ-uſer, &:. 
yer ſubje& to rhe con- 
dirtons menrioned in 
the Lerters Patents. 


And further we eſtabliſh 
rothem all ſuch and rhe 
like Rights and Privi- 
ledges as ever they lad, 


Oc. 


With power to the ſaid 
Company their Preft- 
dents &c. to adminifter 
the Freemans Oath. 
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by way of Merchandize into and from the ſaid E:fſt-Indier, and the 
Coaſts and places within the Bounds and Limits within the faid 
Charters comprized, not onely to the very great Dammage of 
the ſaid Governour and Company and the great Interruption and 
hindrance of their Aﬀaires and Trade into and from the ſaid Eaſt- 
Indies, but alſo to the manifeſt Hazard of the ruine of the {aid 
Governour and Company, and the utter Deſtruction of al that Trade, 
Whereupon our Truſty and Well-beJoved Subjects the faid Gover- 
nour and Company of Merchants of London trading into the Eaſt - 
Indies have humbly beſought us to grant and confirm to them and 
their Succefiors, All the ſaid Charters or Letters Patents with ſome 
Additions tending to the ſupport and advancement of their Colo- 
nies, Trade and Traitque. Now Know Tee, Tnat We taking the 
premiſes into our Royal Conſideration, and well weighing how 
highly it imports the Honour and Welfare of this Realm, and of 
our good Subjects thereof, That all Diſorders and Inconveniencies 
befalling the ſaid Company ſhould be redrefled, and to endeavour 
the uimoſt improving of that Trade, and being fully ſatisficd that 
the ſame cannot be maintained and carryed on to National Ad- 
vantage, but by one General Joynt-ſtock, and that a looſe and 
General Trade will be the Ruine of the whole, and being alſo 
ſatisfied, that the ſaid Trade hath been managed by the ſaid Go- 
vernour and Company to the Honour and Profit of this Nation, 
And being deſirous that the faid Governour and Company may be 
incouraged in their difficult and hazardous Trade and Adventures 
in- thoſe remote parts of the World, and may have all lawful A(- 
ſiſtance from us to promote the ſame, have of our «ſpecial Grace 
certain Knowledge and meer Motion ratified and confirmed, and 
by theſe Preſents for Us, Our Heirs and Succeflors do ratifie and 
confirm unto our faid Truſty and Wel-bdoved Subje&ts the Go- 
vernour and Company of Merchants of London Trading into the 
Eajt-Indies and their Succellors for ever, All the faid Charters and 
Letters Patents and all and fingular the Rights, Grants, Liberties, 
Covenants, Franchiſes, Preheminences and Authorities in all the ſaid 
Charters or any of them comprized as fully to all intents and pur- 
poles as it every diſtin Right, Grant, Power, Liberty, Covenant, 
Franchiſe, Preheminence and Authority comprized in the ſame Let- 
ters Patents, were herein recited and hereby confirmed ſeparately and 
apart by it ſelf; Notwithſtanding any non-uſer, miſ-uſer or abuſer 
of the premiſes hereby confirmed or any of them. But neverthe- 
leſs ſubject to ſuch Conditions, Limitations and Proviſoes as are con- 
tained in the before recited Letters Patents reſpetively and not o- 
therwiſe. And farther, We for Our Selves, Our Heirs and Succe(- 
ſors do hereby Give, Grant, Conſtuute, Ere& and Eſtabliſh unto the 
laid Governour and Company of Merchants of 1 endow Trading in- 
to the Eaſt-Indies and to their Succeſlors for ever, All ſuch, fo many 
and the like Rights, Liberties, Priviledges, Juriſdictions, Powers, 
Franchifes, Courts and Authorities, together with ſuch Covenants and 
ſubject to ſuch Proviſoes and ia ſuch manner and form to all intents 
and purpoſes as the ſaid Governour and Company of: Merchants of 
London Trading into the Faſt-Indies ever had or enjoyed, or might 
or ought to have had or enjoyed by force or vertue of all or any of 
the before recited Letters Patents, To have and to hold all and fin- 
gular the premiſes unto the faid 'Governour and Company of Mer- 
chants of London Trading to the Eaft-Indies pnd their Succeflors 
for evermore. Ard further, We do for Us, Our Heirs and Succeſlors, 


Grant 


. © #f 4 


WhrtSat 7 4 


( 23.) 


Grant unto the ſaid Governour and Comp 
don Trading into the Eaſt-Indie: and their Succeflors, That it ſhall 


and may be lawful at all times hereafter to and for the aid Go- 
vernour and Company and their Succefſors and their reſpeQtive 
Preſidents, Agents, and Chiefs, and Councils in the faid Exft-Tudies, 
and the Iſlands aforeſaid, or any three of them whereof tfuch Pre- 
fident, Agent or Chief to be one, to adminiſter to all or any per- 
ſon or perſons which at any time hereafter ſhall be imployed by 
the ſaid Governour and Company or their Sacceſ{ors within the 
Limits of any of the Charters aforeſaid ſuch formal and lawful Oath as 
is uſually adminiſtred to or taken by every Freeman of the ſaid Com- 
pany. And all other formal and lawful Oaths as ball from 
time to time by the ſaid Governour and Company or the Major 
part of them preſent at any Court of Committees ({ whereof the 
Governour or Deputy to be one) be reaſonably deviſed, direct- 
ed or appointed. Ard further, We do for Us, Our Heirs and Suc- 
ceſſors by thele preſents, Erect and Eltablith a Court of Judicature 
to be held at ſuch place or places, Fort or Forts, Plantations or 
Fatories upon the Coaſts before recited within the Limits of any 
of the before recited Charters as the ſaid Company (hall from time 
to time dire& and appoint, which Court ſhall conſiſt of one per- 
ſon learned in the Civil Laws and two Merchants, which faid per- 
ſons and ſach Officers of the ſaid Court as (hall be thought ne- 
ceſſary to be nominated and appointed from time to time by the 
Governour or the Deputy Governour and Court or the Major part 
of them, And which ſaid perſon learned in the Civil Law, and two 


Merchants, or the Major part of them, whereof the faid perſon ,. 


learned in the Civil Law to be one (hall have Commiſhon and 
power to hear and determine all Cauſes of Forteitures and ſcizures 
of any ſhip or ſhips, Goods and Merchandize Trading and coming 
upon any the ſaid Coaſts or Limits contrary to the intent of theſe 
preſents or of the firſt recited Letters Patents. And alſo all Cauſes 
Mercantile or Maritime , Bargains, Buyings, Sellings, Bartering of 
Wares whatſoever and all Policies and Acts of Affurance, all Bills, 
Bonds and Promiſes for payment of Money or Mercanile or Trading 
Contracts, all Charter-parties or Trading ContraQts for atftraighting 
of Veſſels and Wages of Marriners and all other Mercantile or Ma- 
ritime Caſes, or caſes of Repriſals of Ships or Goods for any hurt 
or dammage done to the ſaid Company by any perſon or perſons 
whatſoever, and all other Maritime caſes whtfoever, concerning 
any perſon or perſons _— coming or being in the places a- 
forefaid. And all caſes of Treſpaties, Injuries and Wrongs done or 
commirted upon the High Sea or in any of the Regions, Territories, 
Countrics or places aforeſaid within the Limits of the firſt recited 
Leners Patents of the ſaid late King Charles the Second, concerning 
any perſon or perſons reſiding being or coming in the pacts of 
Aſa or Africa within the bounds and limits aforclaid : A# which 
caſes ſhall be adjudged and determined by the ſard Court upon due 
examination and proof according to the Rules of Equity and good 
Conſcience and according to the Laws and Cuſtoms of Merchants, 
by ſuch methods and 'rules of proceedings 2s We, Our Heirs or 
Succeflors ſhall Fom time to time dire and appoint under the great 
Seal or Privy Seal. Ad for want of ſuch DireQions, and ancil ſuch 
Directions ſhall be made, by ſuch ways and means as by the Judges 
of the faid Court ſhall in their beſt Judgments and - Diſcretions 


think meet and juft, whether it be by a -fummary way or _— 
wile 


any of Merchants of [ 2». 


And ſuch other lawful 


Oath as the Co 
dires, _—— 


We do further ere and 
eftablith 4 Court cf Ju- 
dicature, at ſuch places 
as they ſhall appoint : 


This Court to conſiſt of 
2 Civilian and two Met- 
chants, 


Or the Major part of 
chem 

whereof the Civilian to 
one 3 


who ſhall have power to 
derermin of forfeitures, 
teizures, 4. 


and all cauſes Mercan« 
nie of Marine, 


And a!] treſpaſſes on the 
Hig! Seas, or any the 
Regions afore(aid 


arcording ro the Rules 
of Equity and good 
Conicience. 

and according to ſuch 
methods of proceeding 
as We (hall appoint : 
and for want thereof, 
by fuch ways as they 
ſhall think fir. 


wo 
# va % ww 
—— 


7 _—. 
» - 
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All judgments and de- 
terminations ſhall be put 
1n writing 


And whereas the faid 
lare King, did grantthe 
ſaid Company 


power to appoint Go- 
vernours of Forts, Fa- 
Rories, &c. and they 
to raiſe Arms, Trayn 
and Muſter, ec. 


We do hereby confirm 
the ſame. 


And further under- 
ſtanding thar many of 
the Native Princes, 


taking advantage of the 


- late licencious trading, 


and the evil conſequen- 
ces thereof ; 

have violated many of 
the Companies priv1- 
ledpes and liberties 3 


For which they inrend 
ro demand fartisfation 
in a peaceable way; and 
if not that way atrain- 
able; 

To uſe force of Arms for 
recovering their loſs : 


we do therefore grant 
chem full power to ap- 
point Admirals and 0- 
rher Officers ; 
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wiſe, according to the exigency of ſeveral caſcs that (hall be 
brought in Judgment before themz and all Judgments, Determina- 
tions and Decrees made in the faid Court are to be put 1n 
Writing and ſignified to the perſons that were preſent at the 
making of the ſame, and ſhall contain a ſhort ſtare of the mat- 
ter of Fa&, as it appeared to them, and their Sentence and Ad- 
judication thereupon. And further, Whereas the ſaid late King 
Charles the Second by his ſaid Letters Patents bearing date the 
ninth day of Auguſt aforcſaid did amongit other things Grant 
that the ſaid Governour, Deputy Governour and Court of the 
ſaid Company for the time being, or the Major part of them 
duly aſſembled, ſhould have tull Power, Licence and Authority, 
to name and appoint Governours and Officers, from time to time 
in the Forts, Factories and Plantations therein mentioned 53 which 
ſaid Governours and Officers, ſhoukd have full Power, Licenſe 
and Authority, to raiſe Arms, Train and Muſter, ſuch Military 
Forces, as to them ſhould ſeem requiſite and neceflary, and 40 
exerciſe and uſe within the ſame Plantations, Forts and Places, 
the Law call'd the Martial Law : Which ſaid Powers, Licenſes and 
Authorities laſt recited, We do for Us, Our Heirs and Succeſlors, 
hereby Confirm and Grant to the ſaid Governour and Company 
full Power, Licenſe and Authority to uſe, exerciſe and enjoy, 
as well within the ſaid Ifland St. Helena, and on their Fort of 
Pryaman, on the Weſt Coaſt of Sumatra, as in all other their 
Forts, Factorics and Plantations, which now are, or hereafter 
ſhall be within the Limits of their ſeveral recited Charters a- 
foreſaid. And further, whereas We are alſo given to underſtand 
that many of the Native Princes and Governours of 1rdia, and 
other Nations taking opportunity from the Diviſions, Diſtracti- 
ons or Rebellions amongſt the Ergliſh occation'd by the late 
licentious Trading of Interlopers, have of late violated many of the 
Companies priviledges, ſurprized their Servants, Ships and Goods, 
beſieged their Factories, invadcd their Liberties, and many other 
wayes without juſt cauſe, greatly endammaged and abuſed their 
Chiefs, and Factors to the diſhonour of the Ergli Nation in 
thoſe parts of the World ; For which Injuries and Dammages, the 
ſaid Company intend to demand and procure ſatisfaction in a peace- 
able way, if in that manner it be attainable, and if not, then 
the ſaid Company intend to endeavour the recovery of their lols 
and dammages and to procure their ſatisfaction by force of Arms, 
wherein they will have occaſion to uſe their Ships in a warlike 
manner, and have thereupon humbly beſought us that in time of 
War, or actual Hoſtility with any Nation in the Eaſt-Indies, they may 
uſe and exerciſe the Law commonly called the Law Martial, as wcll 
in their Ships as in any their plantations, Forts and places within the 
Limits of their reſpeQive Charters aforeſaid for Defcnce of their ſaid 
Ships againſt any Foreign Enemy, or Domeſtick Infurretion, Re- 
bellion or Diforder, We do therefore for Us, Our Heirs and Succeſ(- 
ſors further give and grant full power, Licence and Authority to the 
ſaid Governour, Deputy and Court of the fail Company for the 
time being, or the Major part of them duly aflembled, ro name and 
appoint Admirals, Vice-admirals, Rere-Admirals, Captains and 0- 
ther Sea-Officers, from time to time, in all or any Ship or Ships 
ſerving the ſaid Company, in the ſaid Eaſt-Indies within the limits of 
any of the above-recited Charters, which ſaid Admirals, Vice-Admi- 
rals, Rere-Admirals, Captains and other Sea-Officers ſhall have, and 
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by theſe preſents, We do for Us, Our Heirs and Succeſlors, give 

them hereby full power, Licence, Commiſhon and Authority, to who havehereby 
raiſe Arms, Train and Muſter ſuch Number of Seamen or other Mi- _ "_ and 
litary Souldiers, as to them (hall ſeem neceſſary on board their re- others; 
ſpective ſhips, or as they ſhall be ordered and direfted by the faid 
Governour and Company or their Succefſors, or the Captain Ge- 

neral of the Engliſh in India appointed, or to be appointed by the 

ſaid Governour and Company, and to execute and uſe within their 

ſhips, on the other ſide of the Cape of Good Hope in time of open 
Hoſtility with ſome other Nation, the Law call'd the Law Martial, for and to exerciſe Martial 
defence of their Ships againſt the Enemy: Keſerving nevertheleſs to Us, of beyond the Cape 
Our Heirs and Succeſſors Liberty to revoke and diſanul this power Referving to our ſelves 
and Authority of exercifing Martial Law in the ſhips ſerving the Þ*<r to revoke this 
ſaid Company in the Eaſt-Indies whenever it ſhall ſeem meet or con- Ng 'ouching Martial 
venient to Us, Our Heirs or Succeſfors to abridge, alter or difannul 

the ſame by any Writing to the ſaid Governour and Company figni- 

fying Our Royal Will and Pleaſure for ſo doing under Our Privy 

Signet or fign Manual. And further, We dofor Us, Our Heirs and We alfo give them po. 
Succeſſors, hereby Give and Grant unto the ſaid Governour and F712 Coin any ſpecies 
Company their Succeſlors and Afligns for ever, full power, Li- ed by oe Hg ole. 
cenſe and Authority to Coin in their Forts any ſpectes of Mo- *oſe Countries, 

ney uſually Coined by the Princes of thoſe Countries only, and 

ſo as the Monies to be Coined by the ſaid Company or their 

Order be agreeable to the Standards of the faid Princes Mints © as it be agreeavle to 
both in Weight and Fineneſs, And that they do not make or weighs 
Coin any Exropeay Money or Coin whatſoever. And that all ae fncack 
Money or Coines ſo to be Coined as aforeſaid, and no other- *y Emoeas Money. 
wiſe, (ball ” _ in = City, Town, Port or Place within 

the Limits of the ſame Charters or Letters Patents. And further, 
We hereby will and ſtrictly charge and command all and fingular _—— 
Our Admirals,.. Vice-Admirals, Tuſlices, Mayors, Sheriffs, Eſcheators 
Conſtables, Bayliffs, and all and fingular other our Officers, Mi- 
niſters, Leige-men and Subjets whatſoever to be aiding, favour- 
ing, helping and aſliſting to the faid Governour and Company 
and ro. their Succeſlors, and to their Deputies, Officets, Factors, 
Servants and Aſligns, and every of them in executing and en- 
joying the premiſes as well on Land as on Sea from time to 
time, when they or any of them ſhall thereunto be required. 
And Laſtly, Our Will and Pleaſure is, and We do by theſe preſents, And laſtly, That theſe 
for Us, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, Grant unto the faid Governour and Jo Ent Dd is 
Company of Merchants of London Trading into the Eaſt-Indies and vourably on behalf of 
their Succeſlors, That theſe Our Letters Patents,and all and ſingular the **< Company. * 
Clauſes and Grants hereincontained ſhall be and continue ſuthcient and - 

available in the Law, and ſhall be conſtrued and taken as well to the 

meaning and intent, as to the Words of the fame moſt Graciouſly and 

Favourably for the beſt Advantage and Benefit of the ſaid Governour 

and Company and their Succeſlors, although expreſs mention of the 
true yearly value or certainty of the premiſes or any of them, or of any 
other Gifts or Grants by Us,or by any other of Our Progenitors or Pre- 
deceſlors heretofore made tothe ſaid Governour and Company and their 
Succeſlors in theſe preſents, or in the Petition for the ſame be not made, 
or any Statute, At, Proclamation or Reſtriction,or any other thing tothe 
contrary thereof in any wiſe notwithſtanding, In Witneſs whereof We 
have cauſed theſe Our Letters to be made Patent,Witreſs OurSelf at Weſt- 
minſter the Twelveth day of April in the Second Year of Our Reign. 


By Writ of Privy Seal, 
Pigott. 


